Press Release: Tuesday 24™ April 2012

300 Blankets keep Melbourne’s homeless
warm this winter

300 Blankets is a volunteer run initiative,
striving to raise funds and support for the
homeless community of Melbourne through
fundraising efforts combining arts, music and
social activities. Officially launched on April
15", the fundraising initiative was founded by
two friends, Kim Nguyen and Warren Tu, whom
decided that 2012 was the year to make a
difference and give back to the community.

The name 300 Blankets was coined following
from a discussion with a soup van leader who
explained his two vans expects to feed up to
300 homeless individuals on any given
evening. After visiting homeless forums and
emergency shelters, the team found that
shelter and warmth was a major concern in
winter and have decided to focus on sourcing
and distributing blankets to the community
during this time in need. 300 Blankets is
proudly endorsed by Hanover Welfare
Services, an independent homeless support
agency whom provided insight into the
homeless situation in Melbourne. Their
research found that over 20,000 of Victorians
are considered homeless, with one in three of
these being children.

“We want to do something to make it a year
worth remembering and believe there is
nothing more special than to do something that
will help others,” co-founder Warren says.
Through the tireless efforts from the 300
Blankets team, two fundraising activities have
been organised; and together with donations
and support from the wider community this will
raise the funds needed to keep the homeless
warm this winter.

The fundraising efforts kick off on Saturday 12™
May with a live music night at Fabrique bar.
The program includes a series of performances
by local musicians in the main room, with
artwork from local artists on display in the
venue. A sausage sizzle will also be running
throughout the night, with all monies being
raised for 300 Blankets. Tickets are $10 per
person (+bf) online, or $15 at the door.

The entertainment continues through to the
following month with trivia night on Saturday 2"
June, held at Sofia’s Pizza House in
Camberwell. Teams will enjoy unlimited pizza
and pasta, as they compete for a winning
position and win fantastic prizes in this battle of
the minds. A silent auction with something for
everyone will also be held during the evening,
with all products and services on offer being
generously provided by friends and businesses
in our community. Tickets are $25 per person
(+bf); trivia teams of 8.

For more information:

Visit http://300blankets.wordpress.com

Follow http://www.twitter.com/300blankets

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/300blankets

General Enquiries 300blankets@gmail.com

Contacts:

Warren Tu, 300 Blankets co-founder
Please call 0431 696 723

Kim Nguyen, 300 Blankets co-founder
Please call 0401 233 674

Stephen Lay, Marketing Manager
Please call 0422 646 865

Julian Sheriff, PR & Sponsorship Manager
Please call 0408 509 688

Amanda Cao, Event Coordinator
Please call 0421 971 992
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